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One day when St Martin was praying in his cell, the devil came to him
environed with light, clothed in royal robes, with a crown of gold and
precious stones upon his head, and with a gracious and pleasant countenance
told him twice that he was Christ. Humility is the touchstone which dis-
covers the devil's artifices, in all which a spirit of pride reigns. By this
the saint, after some pause, discerned the evident marks of the angel of
darkness and said to him, " The Lord Jesus said not that he was to come
clothed with purple, and crowned and adorned with a diadem. Nor will
I ever believe him to be Christ who shall not come in the habit and figure
in which Christ suffered, and who shall not bear the marks of the cross
in his body/' At these words the fiend vanished, and left the cell filled
with an intolerable stench.

Whilst St Martin was employed in making spiritual conquests, and in
peaceably propagating the kingdom of Jesus Christ, the western empire
was shaken with horrible convulsions. Maximus was proclaimed emperor
by the Roman legions in Britain in 383, and, passing into Gaul, was
acknowledged by the mutinous soldiery there, made Triers the seat of his
empire, and defeated Gratian near Paris, who was betrayed by his own
forces and assassinated by Andragathius at Lyons, on the 25th of August
in 383. St Martin happened to go to Triers to intercede with the tyrant in
favour of certain persons who were condemned to death for adhering to
their late master Gratian. Though St Martin was Maximus's subject, he
discovered the utmost reluctance to communicate with Maximus; and
when he was invited to dine at the emperor's table, he refused a long while,
saying boldly that he could not eat at the same table with a man who had
deprived one emperor of his dominions and another of his life. Maximus
protested that he had not accepted of the empire voluntarily, but that it
had been forced upon him by the soldiery; that his incredible success
seemed to testify the will of God, and that not one of his enemies had
perished, except those who lost their lives in the battle. St Martin at
length was prevailed upon to accept the invitation, which gave the emperor
the utmost satisfaction, who ordered a great entertainment to be made, and
invited the most considerable persons of his court and, among others, his
uncle and brother, both counts, and the prefect of the praetorium, The
priest who accompanied St Martin was seated in a most honourable place
between two counts and on the same couch; and St Martin on a low seat
near the emperor. In the midst of the entertainment, an officer presented
the cup as usual to Maximus, who ordered it to be given to St Martin,
expecting to receive it from his hand; but, when the bishop had drank,
he gave it to the priest, as the most worthy person in the company; which
action was exceedingly applauded by the emperor and the whole court
The empress, who attended night and day to the bishop's discourses, sat
always at his feet upon the ground, and would needs give him an entertain-